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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1

Executive Summary

In 2005, the City of Northfield completed a Natural Resource Inventory (NRI)
to identify the remaining significant resource areas within the city, and
opportunities for management and restoration. Based on the results of the NRI
and the growth it is experiencing, the City identified the need to develop a
greenway system that would link significant natural resources and natural areas
with a connected open space and trail system.
The City Council established a Task Force in early 2006 to develop the
Greenway Plan. The goals for the project included:
• Define the concept of “greenway corridors” for the community
• Identify a system of greenway corridors.
• Complete an Action Plan including strategies, timelines and costs for
implementing the system.
The Task Force adopted the following definition for the Greenway System in
Northfield early on in their initial meetings: “The ‘Greater Northfield Area

Greenway Corridor System’ is a connected system of protected natural areas and cultural
resources that is accessible for human use.”
The Plan envisions the Greater Northfield Area Greenway Corridor System
extending outward from a central spine along the Cannon River and existing
developed areas in Northfield to developing areas in Dundas and surrounding
townships, providing linkages and protecting natural resources for the long-term.
The proposed system includes 29 miles within Northfield, and 42 miles within
the City of Dundas and Waterford, Northfield, Bridgewater, and Greenvale
Townships, for a total of 71 miles overall.
This Greenway plan includes maps of the proposed system, priorities for system
development, a cost estimate, and implementation plan. The City will need to
continue to work with a variety of partners to implement the plan, including
Dundas, local townships, developers, landowners, residents, interest groups and
potential funders. Implementation will be a long-term, cooperative effort.
The Greenway System Plan includes a long-term vision and strategies for
creating a system that unites local communities, protects natural resource areas as
the communities grow, and provides for recreation and alternative modes of
transportation for area residents.
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1.2

Project Background and Goals

The Cities of Northfield and Dundas and surrounding townships are
experiencing a steady increase in growth and development pressures as a result of
their proximity to the Twin Cities. This growth impacts many aspects of
community life, including community character, natural systems and
infrastructure systems.
In 2005, Northfield completed a Natural Resource Inventory, to identify the
remaining significant resources, and opportunities for management and
restoration. The Minnesota County Biological Survey has identified rare
resources and high quality natural communities in both the city and township
areas.
Based on the results of the NRI and the growth it is experiencing, the City of
Northfield identified the need to develop a greenway system that would link
significant natural resources and natural areas with an open space and trail
system. The City envisioned the system extending outward from existing
developed areas to developing areas in Dundas and surrounding townships,
providing linkages and protecting natural resources for the long-term. The City
invited its neighbors in Dundas and local townships to participate in the planning
process for the Greenway system.
The goals for the project included:
• Define the concept of “greenway corridors” for the community of
Northfield.
• Identify a system of greenway corridors.
• Complete an Action Plan including the corridor system and
strategies, timelines and costs for implementing the system.

1.3

Technical Task Force

The City of Northfield established a Technical Task Force to work with the
Park & Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB), staff and consultants to identify the
greenway system and provide community input into the development of this
plan. The Task Force met during the summer and fall of 2006. Their tasks
included the following:
• Develop the definition of “greenway corridor” for the Northfield Area.
• Identify the proposed greenway system.
• Identify characteristics of the system, such as users; trail types, and
related elements.
• Discuss the proposed system with their constituents, and provide
information back to the Task Force.
• Participate in Open House meetings to discuss the proposed system.
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•
•

Discuss strategies to implement the Action Plan.
Review and comment on the Action Plan.

A Project Steering Committee that included three City staff and members of the
Planning Commission, Environmental Quality Commission, and Park &
Recreation Advisory Board oversaw the work of the Technical Task Force. The
Steering Committee and staff managed the project, coordinated the project
among City departments, participated in development of the Action Plan, and
provided final direction and review of the Action Plan.

1.4

Public Open Houses and Meetings

The City held an Open House meeting on November 1, 2006 to present the
Greenways System plan to the community, and receive comments. Twenty-five
residents of Northfield and surrounding communities attended the Open House,
and completed a questionnaire regarding the plan. Attendees also offered
comments and suggestions that were used to modify some elements of the plan.
Comments on the Greenway System Plan were positive. A summary of the
responses to the questionnaire is included in the Attachments.
The City also presented the Greenway System plan at the Joint Governmental
Meeting on November 28. The attendees included Board and Council members
and staff from Bridgewater Township, Northfield Township, Waterford
Township, Greenvale Township, City of Northfield, City of Dundas and Rice
County. Comments on the plan and opportunities for collaborative efforts to
implement the plan in the Greater Northfield Area were generally positive.
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2. Greenway Definitions and Character
2.1

Northfield Area Greenway Corridor Definition

Greenway corridors are generally described as connected, linear system of open spaces
that are accessible for human use. Northfield and its partners in this project modified
this general definition to fit the vision, goals, and character of the local
community.
The Northfield Area Greenway Technical Task Force discussed how the term
“greenway corridors” should be defined to meet local needs. They
recommended the following definition:

The ‘Greater Northfield Area Greenway Corridor System’ is a connected
system of protected natural areas and cultural resources that is accessible
for human use.
The Greenway Corridor System protects, preserves and enhances
natural areas and open spaces, and maintains connections among
these areas. High quality resources are a priority for protection
and restoration. The Greenway Corridor system seeks to balance
protection of the health and function of natural areas with
providing human access for recreation, education, and nonmotorized transportation.
The Corridor system is designed to grow with local communities,
and provide connections to neighboring communities and nearby
natural and cultural resources. The Corridor system is one of the
community’s basic infrastructure systems, and should be
considered a part of its comprehensive transportation network.
Greenway Characteristics
The Task Force also identified the following important characteristics of the
local greenway system:
•
•
•

The Greenway corridor within Northfield will provide for nonmotorized uses only.
The Greenway system should be wide enough to protect and include
the natural resource areas along the corridor within the system as well
as trails.
A primary purpose of the Greenway corridor along the Cannon
River, Heath Creek, and Spring Brook Creek will be to manage
activities within the corridors to protect water quality and habitat of
these significant water resources. The corridor will also include
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•
•
•
•

•
•

2.2

pedestrian trails that are designed to avoid any negative impacts to
these resources.
The Greenway trail system should be primarily a looped system.
Crossings of the Cannon River and trout streams need to be designed
to avoid negative impacts to these resources.
Creek names, place names, and other local names should be used to
identify the greenway trail loops, such as Heath Creek Loop, Dundas
Loop, St. Olaf Loop, Art Trail Loop, etc.
Distinctive signage, maps, and other features that help City residents,
landowners and users to identify the system and its segments, and
give it a special, unifying identity should identify the Greenway
system.
Trails should be considered on both sides of the Cannon River, and
on some creeks. This will help all neighborhoods and communities
to have access to the system.
Separate trails for pedestrians and bikes should be created along the
Cannon River and on other portions of the system as needed to
protect resources and improve the trail experience.

The Greater Northfield Area Greenway Plan

Figure 1 shows the proposed Greater Northfield Area Greenway Corridor
System. The broad corridor that follows the Cannon River and its floodplain is
the spine and core of the system. From this core, several large loops connect
parks, open spaces, and natural resource areas throughout the Cities of
Northfield and Dundas, and Waterford, Northfield, Bridgewater and Greenvale
Townships.
Approximately 29 miles of the proposed system are within the City of
Northfield, and 42 miles are within Dundas and the Townships, for a total
system length of nearly 71 miles.
The Task Force began development of the proposed system within the City of
Northfield. Over the course of the Task Force discussion, the proposed
Greenway System grew beyond the Northfield city boundary, to include the City
of Dundas and adjacent townships. This expansion reflected several goals:
• To include significant, high priority resources such as Heath Creek,
Spring Brook, and other natural areas in the Greenway System to provide
for protection and access. Development may be imminent in some of
these areas.
• To anticipate long-term growth and development in the Northfield Area,
and the desire to create a system of linked trails and natural resource areas
to serve the Greater Northfield Area. Creation of the system ahead of
development is key to its implementation. The Task Force noted that it
was challenging to identify good greenway linkages in many developed
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•
•

portions of the community, and that identifying these links ahead of
development is critical.
To maintain habitat linkages among significant natural areas.
To create a system of looped trails that provides the best experience for
users of the system.

The Task Force agreed that the Greenway System should be viewed as a long-term
vision for a system that unites local communities, protects natural resource areas as the
communities grow, and provides for recreation and alternative modes of transportation
for area residents.
The Task Force and City discussed the proposed Greenway System with officials
from the City of Dundas and surrounding Townships. Residents of the Greater
Northfield Area were also invited to the public open house meeting to review
and comment on the proposed systems.
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Figure 1 – Greenway Plan
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2.3

Adoption of the Greenway Plan

The Northfield City Council reviewed the Greater Northfield Area Greenway
System and Action Plan on December 18, 2006, and adopted the plan on
October 1, 2007.

(Add summary of Council comments and recommendations)
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CITY OF NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2007-112
A RESOLUTION
BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA
SUPPORTING DEVOLOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GREATER NORTHFIELD
AREA GREENWAY CORRIDOR SYSTEM
WHEREAS,

the Cities of Northfield and Dundas and surrounding townships are experiencing an increase
in steady growth and development pressures;

WHEREAS,

this growth has many impacts on the aspects of community life, including community
character, natural systems, and infrastructure systems; and

WHEREAS,

the Greater Northfield Area Greenway Corridor System is a long-term vision for a system
that unites local communities, protects natural resource areas as the community grows, and
provides for recreation and alternative modes of transportation for area residents; and

WHEREAS,

the Corridor System is designed to grow with local communities, and provide connections to
neighboring communities and nearby natural and cultural resources; and

WHEREAS,

the Corridor System is one of the community basic infrastructure systems, and should be
considered part of its comprehensive transportation networks; and

WHEREAS,

the development and implementation of the Corridor System will require a variety of
partners including the City of Northfield, City of Dundas, Bridgewater Township, Waterford
Township, Northfield Township, Greenvale Township, Dakota County, Rice County, local
landowners, developers, residents, and interest groups

WHEREAS,

the Corridor System was developed with the collaborative efforts and representation of area
townships, the City of Dundas, the Northfield School District, St. Olaf College, Carleton
College, the Cannon River Watershed Partnership, and the City of Northfield; and

WHEREAS,

the passage of this resolution would mean the Greater Northfield Greenway Area Corridor
Plan would be used and considered for all future land use development in this area;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA:
The City of Northfield hereby adopts the development and implementation of the Greater Northfield
Area Greenway Corridor System.
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Northfield on this 1st day of October, 2007.

Attest:

______________________________
City Clerk
VOTE:

_______________________________
Mayor

___LANSING ___CASHMAN ___DAVIS ___DENISON
___NELSON ___POKORNEY ___VOHS

3.

Greenway Action Plan

The City of Northfield will work with a variety of partners to implement the
Greenway Plan, including the City of Dundas, area Townships, local landowners,
developers, residents, and interest groups.
•

Figure 1 identifies the Greenway System, and indicates that the system
includes broad “green” loops, and approximately 71 miles of trails within
the greenway loops. Approximately 3 miles of the proposed system trail
system currently exists as sidewalks or trails within the City of Northfield.

•

The size of the greenway corridor is not fixed, and may vary throughout
the system—with wider greenways along significant natural resource
corridors such as Heath Creek and Spring Brook, and through the St.
Olaf Campus and Carlton College Arboretum.

•

The corridor areas identified on the plan indicate the broad areas that
may be considered for a potential trail and trail easement (12-20’), and
additional open space or natural area protection.

The City will need to work with landowners and other partners to acquire or
manage lands included within the Greenway System. The City may use a variety
of voluntary or regulatory approaches to protect and manage lands within the
Greenway System with its partners, including the following:
•

Voluntary approaches, such as cooperative agreements or donations of
land or easements.

•

Regulation of development in the corridor area through City or
Township Comprehensive Plans and Subdivision Ordinances.

•

Dedication of land and development of trail facilities at the time of
property development through Park Dedication or other dedication of
land or easements.

•

Development of facilities (trails or trail crossings) in cooperation with
other infrastructure development, such as expansion of State and County
roadways.

•

Acquisition of corridor areas through purchase.

Specific tools and potential funding sources applicable to each of the approaches
are discussed in the sections that follow.
Greater Northfield Area Greenway Action Plan
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3.1

Voluntary Cooperation and Agreements

Approximately 29 miles of the proposed Greenway System are located within the
City of Northfield comprehensive planning area, and almost 42 miles are within
the City of Dundas and four townships. Cooperation and support from a variety
of local governments and organizations will be needed to implement the
proposed system over the long term.
College Properties in the Proposed System
Approximately 4.5 linear miles of the proposed system within Northfield are
included within lands currently owned and managed by St. Olaf College and
Carleton College. These areas include high quality natural areas as well as
existing trail systems.
An option for development of the greenway system through these areas is to
identify an existing greenway and trail corridor within each of the college
properties to be a part of the Greater Northfield Area Greenway Corridor
System. The designated route(s) could be signed and identified on maps as a
cooperating part of the system.
Carleton College has noted that the trails within its Arboretum are designed for
pedestrians only. In this case, a Greenway route for bikes around the Arboretum
would need to be identified, in addition to the pedestrian route within the
Arboretum.
The City has begun discussions with the colleges regarding cooperative
development of the Greenway Corridor system.
Mill Towns Trail
The proposed Mill Towns Trail may offer potential for cooperative development
of a portion of the Greenway System as well. Five communities along the
Cannon River are cooperating to develop this multi-use trail, including the City
of Northfield. The Mill Towns Trail route is proposed within the central
Greenway spine along the Cannon River, and would continue to the north and
south, beyond the City of Northfield.
As the specific alignment and details of the Mill Towns Trail emerge, the Cities
of Northfield and Dundas, as well as the surrounding townships need to
incorporate the trail route into their park and trail plans.
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City of Dundas and Four Townships
Greenway loops totaling nearly 42 miles are located within the City of Dundas
and Bridgewater, Greenvale, Northfield and Waterford Townships. The City has
begun discussions regarding the proposed Greenway Plan and its
implementation with local governments in the Greater Northfield Area. Dundas
and the Townships may include the proposed system in their Comprehensive
Plans, and use development reviews and subdivision controls to participate in
developing the proposed system.
The City of Northfield will continue to work with its neighbors through the Joint
Governmental Meetings to discuss and implement the proposed system.

3.2

Greenway System Development through City
Comprehensive Plans and Subdivision Ordinances

In 2007 the City of Northfield is will update its comprehensive plan. City staff
has indicated that this will also include updating the related subdivision and
zoning controls. These planning controls offer strategies that may be considered
for the next steps in Greenway System planning and implementation.
Existing City Controls
The following existing elements of the City Code include requirements that will
assist the City in protecting and developing the Greenway System by managing
land use, structure development, and requiring dedication of lands for parks and
open space:
• Land Development Regulations regarding sidewalks, trail construction,
pedestrian access and circulation
• Wild and Scenic River/Shoreland/Public Waters District
• PUD District
• Floodway, Flood Fringe and General Floodplain District
• Public Parks, Trails, and Open Space Dedication
In order to facilitate implementation of the Greenway Corridor System and Plan,
the City may consider adding the following as its Comprehensive Plan and
controls are updated:
Comprehensive Plan
• Include the Greenway Corridors as an explicit element within the
Comprehensive Plan, its goals, and policy statements.
•

•

Use the Greenway Corridors as one of the framework elements in developing
the future land use plan for the City.

Consider adoption of land use elements that may facilitate
implementation of the system, such as designation of the corridor areas
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•

as an overlay zone with specific protection and development standards
for lands within the greenway corridors.
Include the Greenway Plan in appropriate infrastructure sections, goals
and policies of the new Comprehensive Plan, such as the transportation
section of the plan.

City Code
•

Chapter 22 – Environment
o Include the Greenway System as an element in Section 22-1,
Declaration of City Environmental Policy

•

Chapter 34 – Land Development Regulations
o Require that applicants include the identification of greenway
corridors in site plan submittals (Sec. 34-164) and Design Review
Criteria (Sec. 34-165).
o Require that applicants include the Greenway Corridor areas and
Natural Community areas identified in the City’s Natural Resources
Inventory in the Existing Conditions mapped for proposed tracts
(Section 34-581).
o Explicitly reference the Greenway Corridor System in the Parks,
Trails and Open Space Dedication Section (Section 34-701) as areas
that may be dedicated to meet City requirements.
o Review the City’s Park and Trail Dedication requirements to
determine whether the requirements for land or in-lieu dedication are
at a level that includes development of the Greenway Corridor
System

•

Consider adding the following new sections to the City’s Land
Development Regulations:
o Wetland Ordinance, including requirements for Wetland Buffers.
o Stream Buffer Ordinance
o Overlay district for Greenway or Conservation Areas. The section
could include incentives or requirements to manage lands in the
district to protect open space and natural resource areas.
o Conservation or Open Space Ordinance to provide incentives or
requirements to protect a significant portion of properties developing
within the Greenway Corridor System. Such ordinances may protect
up to 50 percent or more of a property, while providing incentives
such as density bonuses, reduced street requirements, or similar
benefits to the landowner.

Other communities participating in the development of the Greater Northfield
Area Greenway Corridor System could implement similar additions or changes
to Comprehensive Plans, Subdivision and Zoning regulations.
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3.3

Acquisition of Corridor Areas through Purchase or
Donation

The City may work with landowners and developers to acquire and protect open
space areas within the Greenway System through the dedication of permanent
conservation easements. Such easements may be dedicated voluntarily by
individual landowners, dedicated as a part of Planned Unit Developments
(PUD’s), or negotiated as a part of other developments.
The City may also choose to purchase some sections of the Greenway System
outright, if some key sections cannot be acquired through park dedication,
conservation easement dedication, or similar means.

3.4

Development of Facilities in Cooperation with other
Infrastructure Development

Several areas of “critical crossings” have been identified within the Greenway
System. Some of these cross State Trunk Highways or County Highways. The
City will need to work with MnDOT and Rice and Dakota Counties as these
roadways are upgraded, to identify strategies to assure safe crossings for trail
users, or in some portions of the greenway, for animals. For example, the City of
Chaska worked with MnDOT to develop wide box culvert crossings that
accommodate trails in a recent upgrade to Trunk Highway 41. Similar strategies
may be considered for the Northfield Greenway system.
Portions of the Greenway System trails may be completed as a part of State,
County, or State Aid roadway projects.
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3.5

Cost Estimate for Trail Construction and System
Development

The proposed Greenway System includes approximately 29 miles of trails within
the City of Northfield. Approximately 3 miles of this total is existing sidewalk or
trail.
At 2006 construction costs, a linear foot of bituminous trail that is 10’ wide is
estimated to cost $23.00. This assumes a 3” bituminous wear course over a 6”
gravel base, which allows for light maintenance truck traffic or plowing in winter.
This estimate does not apply for trail areas that may need to be constructed on
poor soils, where costs will likely be higher, or structures such as bridges,
underpasses, or other special structures. The estimate does not include design or
engineering costs.
Based on 2006 costs at $23.00 per lineal foot, construction of the 29 miles of
trails within the Northfield boundary would be approximately $3,500,000.
The costs of land acquisition for trail easements and open space areas will vary
greatly throughout the proposed route. Within the City of Northfield, land
within non-developable floodway areas may be valued around $1.50 per square
foot (2006), up to $20.00 per square foot in areas of commercial development.
Therefore, estimating the cost of land acquisition for the Greenway System is
difficult. The City will need to work with landowners to obtain easement and
open space dedication as a part of development, work with existing landowners
to determine options for donation, cooperate with other partners, and seek
grants or other funds to assist in land and easement acquisition to develop the
proposed Greenway System.

3.6

Funding Options

The City of Northfield and its partners may consider seeking funding from a
variety of grant programs to assist with implementation of the Greenways
System Plan. Options currently available include the following:
Trail Grants
• Local Trail Connections Program—Minnesota DNR
Provides funding for relatively short trail connections between where
people live and desirable locations; projects must result in trail linkage
that is immediately available for use by the general public.
• Regional Trail Grant Program—Minnesota DNR
Promotes the development of regionally significant trails, including land
acquisition and trail development outside the seven-county Twin Cities
Area
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•
•

Cross Country Ski Trail Grants-in-aid—Minnesota DNR
Provides funding for maintenance of existing cross-country ski trails or
development of new trails
Federal SAFETEA-LU funds
Provides funding for trail construction & maintenance, including 80%
federal reimbursement for core programs under the Surface
Transportation Program and Transportation Enhancement Program.
Also includes some additional programs:
o “Safe Routes to School”—100% federal share for projects that
enable children to walk or bike to school
o Federal Recreational Trails—administered by DNR
Provides funding for maintenance and development of
motorized, non-motorized and diversified trails

Open Space Grants
• Environmental and Conservation Partnerships—Minnesota DNR
Provides funding for enhancement of fish, wildlife and native plant
habitats
Park Grants
• Outdoor Recreation Grants—Minnesota DNR
Provides matching grants for up to 50% of the cost of acquisition,
development and/or redevelopment of local parks and recreation areas
• Regional Park Grants—Minnesota DNR
Provides matching grants to public regional park organizations outside
the seven county metropolitan area for up to 60% of the cost of
acquisition, development and/or redevelopment costs of regional parks.

3.7

Priorities for Implementation
The Task Force identified the following priority areas within the
proposed Corridor System. These areas should be given priority for
funding or other resources:
•

East River Corridor (east side of the Cannon River from
Highway #3 bridge south to Dundas). This area is a priority
because it forms the backbone of the system, due to the potential
for development, and because creation of this link will help to
create strong support for the system. Members of the Task
Force and attendees at the Open House agreed that the
“backbone” of the system is the first priority for protection and
trail development. A photo of the existing corridor area along
the Cannon River and a simulation of a typical trail concept are
shown on Figure 2.
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•
•

Natural area protection, as well as access along Heath Creek and
Spring Brook.
The St. Olaf area loop on the west side of the system and west
side of the St. Olaf campus.
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Figure 2
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Attachments
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GREATER NORTHFIELD GREENWAY CORRIDOR SYSTEM
OPEN HOUSE PARTICIPANT SURVEY
November 1, 2006
24 total signed in; 19 surveys completed
Your answers to these questions will help the Greenway Task Force and Parks Commission to
plan for the Greenway System!
1.

Please indicate the community you live in:
12 - Northfield City
1 - Greenvale Township
2 - Northfield Township
1 - Dundas
1 - Bridgewater Township

2.

Do you think that a Greenway system—including a connected system
of natural areas, parks and trails like the concept plan—is a good idea
for the Northfield Area?
19 - Yes
0 - No
Should protection of natural areas with a connected system of open
spaces be a priority for communities in the Northfield Area?
18 - It should be a priority
1 - It should not be a priority

3.

4.

Do you currently use trails for 17- recreation or 5 - commuting?
Please check the types of trail uses:
17 - Walking/hiking
14 - Biking
3 - Skating/rollerblading
6 - Cross-country skiing
3 - Walking pet(s)
2 - Other: Running, working

4.

Which of the loops on the map should be the highest priority for
acquisition and protection? (check 1 or 2)
16 - Central trail spine along the Cannon River (6
indicated as 1st priority)
6 - Other loops within the City of Northfield (2 indicated
as 2nd; 1 as 3rd)
4 - Heath Creek Loop (2 indicated as 2nd priority)
2 - Dundas Loop (1 indicated as 2nd priority)
2 - Bridgewater Loop (1 indicated as 2nd priority)
1 -Northfield Township Loop (indicated is shortest and
potentially easiest loop to develop)
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4 - Waterford Loop (1 indicated as 2nd priority and 1 as
3rd priority)
5.

Please add other comments or information on the back of this page, to
assist in planning for the Greenway System.
Comments received:
1) Good job!
Thanks for your work—how can the community be involved in a
helpful way? Individuals say they would bike to work if they had a
better trail system. How could that be made more attractive to the high
school students—biking to school—could they be part of the process
at some point? The area at the end of Washington would make a great
green space. That area has a wetland and a lot of wildlife that goes
between the Sibley swale and the Rachel Carson Prairie area.
2) While the plan is a good start, the implementation will be the proof!
The most important point, to me, is to incorporate bike/pathways in the
already developed areas to the corridors.
3) It has long been a hope that every action taken by city council
would have an “environmental check-off” box—i.e. every action
should be evaluated for its impact on the environment. For many
actions it will not be relevant—but where it is of concern, it could be
very important.
4) Comments for plan, not in order of importance:
• An overall glance reveals one area that does not have equal
access. That is the Southeast quadrant. There should be a
corridor from the Northfield Township loop to downtown, near
the soccer fields.
• It is hard for the general public to get oriented to the
photo/map. Prominent features are not easily identified.
• Many existing trails are not even shown:
o By the Target/Applebees
o Riverside park
o John North Park
o Prairie Hills park and connecting private development
o Trails around Northfield Retirement Center
o Existing Mill Towns Trail
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